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mission set an aureole. Seen close at hand he was
reserved and affable, and gave the impression of being an
intelligent and able man. When considered by the un-
initiated in a strictly military light, it was remembered in
his favour that he had been on the staff of Joffre, and
had drawn up for the use of the army commanders orders
dictated to him in rough outline by the Generalissimo
of 1914.
In his official relations, he was the perfect diplomat.
Some people reproached him with being a political
functionary, a " military Prefect," as Mandel put it, and
with making his opinions conform with the wishes, which
he had previously gauged, of those who asked him for
them. In the army there was a clan which was firmly
attached to him: there was another which set up the
standard of General Georges, and wanted to knock
Gamelin off his pedestal.
General Georges was in command of the armies of the
north-east, which included the area of the Maginot Line.
He was directly under the orders of General Gamelin, who
was inter-allied chief. The two had different headquarters.
Those of General Gamelin were at the gates of Paris, at
Vincennes. This had advantages and drawbacks: the
advantage of being quite near the centre of power, within
twenty minutes drive of the Premier and War Minister,
and of enabling him to exercise almost daily in his own
favour and in that of his ideas, if he had any, the influence
of his presence: the drawback of enduring the first
repercussions of general dissatisfaction, if such took place,
of being too often monopolised by bureaucratic papers
and red tape, and, above all, of being in contact with the
armies, both commanders and troops, only rarely or on
official visits. Neither Joffre nor Foch, in the other war,
ever had their headquarters at Vincennes, and they only
came to Paris at infrequent intervals, as seldom as
possible.
In the political world Gamelin had powerful supporters